Reading

 "The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you will go" – Dr Seuss[image: image1.png]
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“ONCE YOU LEARN TO READ,





Intent

At St Wilfrid’s we believe that the ability and desire to read is vital for ensuring that our children are given the best chance of being successful at each stage of their education and beyond. We aim to teach our children ‘how to read’ as well as how to ‘read to learn’.  We intend to develop lifelong readers by encouraging a real love and passion for reading that extends beyond the classroom, allowing children to develop a thirst for knowledge and creativity. We believe that reading opens up a new world for children and gives them the opportunity to explore new ideas, visit new places, meet new characters and develop a better understanding of other cultures and times.
Within a holistic approach to language, reading is given great emphasis, and it is at the heart of our curriculum alongside our focus on developing vocabulary. Through building up children’s vocabulary, it gives them the word power they need to become successful speakers and writers as well as confident readers.
Implementation 

At St Wilfrid’s, we use the Essential Letters and Sounds phonics programme for all children in Reception to Y2 who are learning to read. Children learn the 44 common sounds in the English language, how to blend them for reading and segment them for spelling. Essential Letters and Sounds is the primary tool for teaching phonics to ensure a comprehensive and systematic approach.

In EYFS and Key Stage 1, phonics is taught daily to all children. Timely intervention is planned for those children who are working below expected levels as soon as needs are identified. This may be in different ways, for some children it may mean more opportunities to read to an adult; for others, it may be plugging gaps in phonics teaching. 

Our Early Years Foundation Stage follow Development Matters in English. Literacy is split into Reading and Writing.
EYFS and KS1 use a mixture of 1:1, group and whole Class reading to teach reading skills from the National Curriculum. 
Children practise early reading with fully decodable books: 
Reading books in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 are matched to current phonic knowledge.
From Year 2, children are taught through a whole class reading approach, supported by the ‘Pathways to Read’ programme. Within lessons, word reading and comprehension skills are taught through a variety of reading approaches; and a love of reading is developed through the wide range of engaging texts and whole class novels. In each lesson, children build on knowledge and key skills progressively to move them through the reading process towards becoming competent and fluent readers. As our children become increasingly fluent in reading, they develop the reading skills and strategies to read both for joy and to support their work in all areas of the curriculum. 
All classrooms have class reading areas with both fiction and non-fiction books for children to experience. Subject specific books are regularly updated to encourage children to read information and engage in subjects they are learning about. Other age-appropriate ‘reading for pleasure’ books, from a range of authors, are made available (from the Education Library Service) with the intention of encouraging children to explore different genres and find enjoyment, therefore becoming lifelong readers. 

We have reading ‘buddies’, where Year 6 pupils take on the responsibility of mentoring and inspiring Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children to read. The support from Year 6 children has proven to be effective and popular in encouraging the enjoyment of reading from a young age. 

Throughout the year, children are engaged in reading activities, such as World Book Day and we host book fairs, where books are promoted to allow children and parents to have a look at new books (and authors) that they can buy and read at home. 

Impact

 By the time children leave St Wilfrid’s, we expect our children to: 

-Read sufficiently fluently and effortlessly, with understanding at an age appropriate interest level in readiness for secondary school. 

-Have a love of reading that feeds the imagination. 

-Have a good knowledge of a range of authors 

-Read widely across both fiction and non-fiction, to enhance their knowledge and understanding of different subjects, themselves and the world in which they live. 

-Have a developed vocabulary beyond that used in everyday speech. 

- Parents and carers will have a good understanding of how they can support reading and home, and contribute regularly to home-school records 

- The % of pupils working at ARE within each year group will be at least in line with national averages. 

- The % of pupils working at Greater Depth within each year group will be at least in line with national averages 

- There will be no significant gaps in the progress of different groups of pupils (e.g. disadvantaged vs non-disadvantaged)

